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2018 Philadelphia World 

Heritage Day at the Zoo 
The 3rd Annual Philadelphia 

World Heritage Day was 

celebrated May 24th at the 

Philadelphia Zoo, which was 

the first zoo in the United 

States. World Heritage Day was 

instituted by Mayor Jim Kenney 

in 2016 to recognize our city’s 

designation as the first World 

Heritage City in the US.  
 

Over 3,500 students visited the 

Zoo, where they could learn 

about World Heritage and 

receive one of the 3,000 World 

Heritage Coloring Books 

donated by the Philadelphia 

International Airport. 
 

Global Philadelphia, in 

partnership with the City of 

Philadelphia and the Zoo, 

hosted a special event for 

students from Independence 

Charter School in the Zoo’s 

Treehouse. The students 

learned about World Heritage 

and global conservation as they 

met animals from around the 

world, including a macaw from 

South America and a radiated 

tortoise from Madagascar. 

Then, City Representative 

Sheila Hess issued a City 

Proclamation announcing the 

3rd Annual Philadelphia World 

Heritage Day. 

Caribbean Day at Reading Terminal Market 

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org/
https://www.philadelphiazoo.org/
https://globalphiladelphia.org/content/philadelphia-world-heritage-coloring-book
https://globalphiladelphia.org/content/philadelphia-world-heritage-coloring-book
https://www.phl.org/
https://www.phl.org/
https://independencecharter.org/
https://independencecharter.org/
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Preserving & 

Celebrating 

Historical & 

Cultural Assets 
The Preservation Alliance held 

their 25th Annual Preservation 

Achievement Awards on 

June 6th. This annual event 

honors the individuals, 

organizations, public agencies, 

and corporations who have 

made outstanding 

contributions to the 

preservation of Philadelphia’s 

architectural and cultural 

heritage. This year’s keynote 

speaker was Stephanie Meeks, 

President and CEO of the 

National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. Dr. Jeffrey A. 

Cohen of Bryn Mawr College 

was given the James Biddle 

Award for Lifetime 

Achievement in Historic 

Preservation, and John G. Carr, 

Principal Conservator of 

Materials Conservation Co., LLC 

was given the Rhoda and 

Permar Richards Award for 

service to the Preservation 

Alliance.  
 

The AIA Landmark Building 
Award, which honors a 
structure of architectural and 
historical significance, was 
presented to the newly 
renovated First Bank of the 
United States. A National 
Historic Landmark, the Bank 
building opened in 1797 and 
served as the central bank of 
the new nation. It is the oldest 
building in America built by the 
Federal Government. The 

building was open to the public 
for one day during the Wawa 
Welcome America festivities. 
 

Another National Historic 
Landmark building undergoing 
renovations is the Bourse, 
which is set to reopen to the 
public very soon. The 1895 
Beaux Arts building initially 
served as the first commodities 
exchange in the United States 
and was one of the first steel-
framed buildings to ever be 
constructed. The revamped 
Bourse Marketplace will house 
a variety of local artisanal food, 
drink, and retail vendors. 

 

Caribbean Day was celebrated 
June 23rd at the Reading 
Terminal Market as part of 
Caribbean Heritage Month. 
Organized by Miranda 
Alexander, the event included 
presentations by Mayor 
Kenney, Anuj Gupta, CEO of 
the Market, Stanley Straughter, 
Commissioner for the Mayor’s 
Office of African and Caribbean 
Affairs, Miriam Enriquez, CEO 
of the Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs, Greg 
DeShields, Director of the 
Multicultural Affairs at PHLCVB, 
and GPA’s Executive Director 

Zabeth Teelucksingh. The event 
included Caribbean food 
tasting, a performance by steel 
pan ensemble Trinidelphia, and 
a wonderful array of traditional 
Caribbean dancers. The city 
was proud to showcase its’ 
international community and 
the event drew a large crowd 
of interested citizens.  
 

Educating 

Global Kids with 

Roots 

The 70th Annual 

NAFSA:  Association of 

International Educators 

Conference & Expo was held 

May 27-June 1 at the PA 

Convention Center. Over 

10,000 people from around the 

world attended the 

conference. GPA partnered 

with NAFSA to promote the 

conference and to present a 

daily program of Philadelphia 

World Heritage information 

and performances at the 

NAFSA Pavilion in the Expo 

Hall. The programs included an 

educational program 

highlighting the Wagner Free 

Institute’s natural history 

collection, a presentation on 

Reading Terminal Market’s 

“Breaking Bread, Breaking 

Barriers” community meals 

program, Campus Philly’s lively 

presentation of “The Great 

Philly Food Debate,” and a 

vocal performance by Sistahs 

Attune, a Women's Coalition 

for Empowerment Project. 
 

(continued on page 5) 

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org/
http://www.preservationalliance.com/
http://www.preservationalliance.com/2018-preservation-awards/
http://www.preservationalliance.com/2018-preservation-awards/
https://savingplaces.org/
https://savingplaces.org/
https://readingterminalmarket.org/
https://readingterminalmarket.org/
http://www.nafsa.org/
http://www.nafsa.org/
http://www.wagnerfreeinstitute.org/
http://www.wagnerfreeinstitute.org/
https://readingterminalmarket.org/
https://campusphilly.org/
http://thewce.org/about-us/sistahs-attune/
http://thewce.org/about-us/sistahs-attune/
http://thewce.org/about-us/sistahs-attune/
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Global Philadelphia partnered with Wawa 

Welcome America to promote Philadelphia 

as a World Heritage City! Here is a recap of 

the events from the GPA summer interns.  

Summer Love Launch Party 
The 2018 edition of Wawa Welcome America 

began with the Summer Love Launch Party at City 

Hall. Hosted by Philadelphia’s own Chill Moody, 

and music spun by DJ Hank McCoy, the party 

featured many local live artists. There were also 

yard games including Giant Jenga and cornhole, 

and the event was provided with the diverse 

eateries of food trucks, a beer garden for adults, 

and numerous free giveaways for kids. GPA had 

an info and activity table where we invited 

people to participate in our Heritage Storytelling 

Photo Booth and color in postcards featuring our 

Philadelphia World Heritage Coloring Book.  

 

Go 4th & Learn: First Bank of US 
Friends of Independence and Independence 

National Historical Park organized the Free 

Museum Day at First Bank of the United States as 

a part of Wava Welcome America. Visitors were 

invited to take a brief tour of the interior of the 

building and learn about the future plans to 

reopen the First Bank. There were tents with 

information tables set up behind the building 

where the Global Philadelphia team organized 

photo booths and gave away free Coloring Books. 

Adults and children alike were invited to color 

post cards, write addresses and hand them over 

to the staff at the Global Philadelphia counter. 

The staff then attached stamps to the postcards 

and sent them on their way, spreading the word 

that Philadelphia is a World Heritage City. 

 

Block Party at the Bourse 
July 3rd marked a celebration of the grand 

reopening of the Bourse building, located in 

Philadelphia’s Historic District. Once home of the 

first commodities exchange in the United States, 

the newly renovated Victorian-era building will 

now serve as a food hall, retail space, and office, 

generating nearly 600 new jobs. To celebrate its 

unveiling as the new Bourse, vendors, 

organizations, and Philadelphians gathered for a 

block party featuring live music, food, art, history, 

and more. From food trucks featuring classic 

Philly eats like cheesesteaks to more modern fare 

such as Korean barbeque tacos and loaded BLT 

pierogies, the diversity of Philadelphia was on 

display. Global Philadelphia’s information table 

featured a photo booth and a postcard coloring 

station for the kids. The team had a wonderful 

time celebrating the repurposing of this historic 

landmark and spreading the word about the 

World Heritage City Project.   

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org/
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Go 4th & Learn: Uncle Bobbie’s 

Meanwhile close to the historic Germantown, 

Uncle Bobbie’s Coffee and Books hosted an event 

where many kids from different schools gathered 

to listen to book readings read by a local pastor. 

After the book readings, the kids walked outside 

with colorful balloon animals and stopped by 

booths to pick up free books, color the World 

Heritage postcards, and receive free coloring 

books, provided by the Global Philadelphia 

Association’s information table. It also provided 

for an opportunity for residents of Germantown 

to tell their stories of their own heritage.  

 

Children’s Naturalization Ceremony 
The Children’s Naturalization Ceremony was held 

at the historic Betsy Ross House in Old City, 

Philadelphia hosted by the Daughters of the 

American Revolution. Thirteen children 

representing the 13 original colonies, were 

welcomed as the country’s newest naturalized 

citizens. Among those present were the friends 

and family of the children and Philadelphia’s 

Mayor Kenney along with other dignitaries. The 

kids, who swore allegiance to the U.S. 

constitution and its laws, originally came from 

seven countries including China, Egypt, Ethiopia, 

Guatemala, Vietnam, Pakistan, and India. GPA 

Community Heritage Coordinator Gigi McGraw 

spoke to the gathering and gave away goodie 

bags to the newly naturalized children. 

 

Party on the Parkway & Pitbull 
The Fourth of July marked the end of this year’s 

Wawa Welcome America festivities. The day 

began with the parade at the intersections of 5th 

and Chestnut Streets. There was a diverse 

selection of tasty delicacies from food trucks 

representing Italian, Greek, Latin American, and 

Chinese food, as well as American favorites of hot 

dogs, hamburgers, cotton candy, and ice cream. 

The “groove stage” featured various 

performances covering music genres and 

instruments from all over the world. Not too far 

from the groove stage were venues for ziplines, 

and trampolines for kids, and giant fans spraying 

cold water. Pitbull’s free concert was the final 

event to close out the festivities. Between his 

songs, Pitbull aka “Mr. Worldwide”, shared the 

message of beauty in diversity, and how 

immigrants shape American culture, including our 

own World Heritage City of Philadelphia.  

 

Look for us at next year’s Wawa 

Welcome America Festivities!

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org/
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(continued from page 2) 
 

The 1967 Supreme Court case 

of Loving v. Virginia ruled that 

state laws prohibiting mixed-

race marriages were 

unconstitutional. The Loving 

Project is documenting the 

experiences of mixed race 

couples to commemorate this 

ruling. The Loving Project Study 

Guide was created by a 

research team of students and 

educators from Penn State 

Abington, UPenn's School of 

Social Policy & Practice, and 

GPA under the leadership of 

GPA Board Member Anastasia 

Shown. On June 16th, the 

project team held a workshop 

to introduce the Loving Project 

Study Guide to area educators.  
 

GPA’s Education Program has 

been conducting strategic 

outreach to Philadelphia’s 

homeschool community. We 

presented to two homeschool 

groups this summer and will be 

working with the Penn 

Museum to present 

homeschool programs on 

global themes this school year.  
 

On July 27, GPA partnered with 

the Philadelphia Museum of 

Art’s Wachovia Education 

Resource Center to present the 

teacher workshop “The 

Philadelphia Museum of Art 

Meets Asia, 1800s to Today.” 

Attendees delved deeply into 

the background of two of the 

Museum’s most well-known 

period rooms, the South Indian 

Pillared Temple Hall and the 

Japanese Ceremonial Tea 

House, visiting the rooms and 

viewing primary sources in the 

Museum’s archives. GPA 

provided historical context for 

Philly’s cultural exchanges with 

India and Japan, as well as info 

about the World Heritage 

Education Program. 

 

Building WHC 

Awareness & 

Ownership 

On June 9th, GPA participated 

in the annual West Park Arts 

Fest in Parkside. We worked 

with the Fairmount Park 

Conservancy and the West Park 

Cultural Center to display a 

visual timeline of Parkside 

history, and we invited Fest 

attendees to participate in our 

Heritage Storytelling Photo 

Booth and kid’s postcard 

coloring station.  

 

August 3rd marked the kick off 

for the Philadelphia 

International Unity Cup Games. 

Now going into its third year, 

the games have increased in 

size from 48 teams in 2017 to 

52 teams in 2018.  New for this 

year, we are proud to 

announce that the World 

Heritage City Seal emblem has 

been added to the sleeve of 

every participating teams’ 

jersey and is a great way to 

build awareness about the 

WHC Project.  
 

The games, hosted by 

Philadelphia Parks and 

Recreation, are free to the 

public and is a wonderful 

representation of the many 

cultures within Philadelphia. 

Just like its name implies, the 

Philadelphia International 

Unity Cup games strive to 

promote unity among the 

many internationally diverse 

groups here in our city. 
 

Unity Cup soccer matches will 

continue throughout the rest 

of the summer leading into the 

Fall and culminate with the 

Championship game on Oct. 

13th, 2018 at the Talen Energy 

Stadium located in Chester, 

Pennsylvania. Special thanks to 

Bill Salvatore of Parks and 

Recreation for his partnership. 
 

GPA will be participating in two 

event series this fall, both of 

which present excellent 

opportunities to build WHC 

awareness. On Sep 20th, we 

will host a lively discussion at 

the Free Library of 

Philadelphia’s Parkway Central 

branch as part of the City’s 

National Welcoming Week 

events. On Oct 20th, GPA will 

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org/
https://lovingproject.com/
https://lovingproject.com/
https://lovingproject.com/the-loving-project-study-guide/
https://lovingproject.com/the-loving-project-study-guide/
https://www.penn.museum/
https://www.penn.museum/
http://www.philamuseum.org/education/33-530-416.html
http://www.philamuseum.org/education/33-530-416.html
http://www.philamuseum.org/education/33-530-416.html
https://myphillypark.org/
https://myphillypark.org/
https://westparkcultural.org/
https://westparkcultural.org/
https://unitycup.phila.gov/
https://unitycup.phila.gov/
https://beta.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-parks-recreation/
https://beta.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-parks-recreation/
https://www.freelibrary.org/
https://www.freelibrary.org/
https://www.welcomingamerica.org/programs/welcoming-week
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host a Pitch Night focused on 

the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals as part of 

Young Involved Philadelphia’s 

annual State of Young Philly 

event series.  

 

Extending 

Philadelphia’s 

Global Reach  
As the Consular Corps of 
Greater Philadelphia continues 
to grow, it was wonderful to 
attend the inauguration of 
Jerry Sorkin as honorary consul 
for Tunisia at the National 
Liberty Museum. Jerry has 
served as a promoter of Tunisia 
for many years notably through 
his thriving tourism business. 
The Tunisian ambassador, 
Faycal Gouia spoke with great 
enthusiasm of Jerry’s work and 
his extensive knowledge of the 
North African country.  
 

The newly formed Ghana 
Chamber of Commerce 
recently held a chamber 
meeting where Florence 
Torson-Hart presented on the 
Chamber’s current activities, 
including the recent visit of the 
Second Lady of Ghana to 
Philadelphia and the upcoming 
Women’s Conference to be 
held in Ghana in the fall, 
organized by Lydia Henry.  
 

The United States Global 
Leader Coalition (USGLC), held 
its annual meetings June 17-18 
in Washington, DC and GPA 
Executive Director Zabeth 
Teelucksingh attended as a PA 
representative. The meeting 

allowed us to position the 
global work that we do in 
Philadelphia. Also representing 
PA were former Governor 
Mark Schweiker, David Briel of 
the DCED, and Kim Andrews of 
the Philadelphia Japan-
American Society. The USGLC 
defends the 1% of the U.S. 
budget spent on global affairs.  
 

The Ambassador to Portugal, 
Domingos Fezas Vital, received 
the Portuguese community in 
Philadelphia for a lavish 
reception on the tall ship 
Sagres, which is a flagship 
vessel for the Portuguese Navy. 
The program included remarks 
by the Ambassador, City 
Representative Sheila Hess, 
and the Portuguese Honorary 
Consul. Philadelphia is closely 
connected to our World 
Heritage City partners in Sintra 
and Angra De Heroismo.  
 

The PHLCVB continues to 
support Philadelphia as a 
World Heritage City through 
overseas trade and press 
engagement, and most 
recently, a new marketing 
campaign – Frankly 
Philadelphia, which was 
presented for the first time at 
IPW, the U.S. Travel 
Association’s leading 
international inbound travel 
trade show. Through July, the 
PHLCVB has organized press 
familiarization tours for 51 
journalists from more than 
seven markets. Notable trips 
include hosting the BBC for 
Philadelphia’s Wawa Welcome 
America festival, and 

partnerships with American 
Airlines, Icelandair and Aer 
Lingus to promote new routes 
between PHL and Prague, 
Budapest, Iceland, and Dublin. 
  

During the PHLCVB’s Global 
Tourism quarterly meeting held 
at the Museum of the 
American Revolution on July 
19th, Philadelphia attractions, 
restaurants and hotels were 
presented with a travel trade 
training. A representative from 
the IITA administered the 
training and educated vendors 
on how to engage with 
overseas trade representatives. 
In addition, throughout July, 
the PHLCVB’s Global Tourism 
team conducted sales missions 
in Korea and Japan. 
Philadelphia’s WHC designation 
continues to be of strong 
interest for these markets and 
is an asset that is discussed 
during destination training with 
tour buyers. 
 

2018 World Heritage 

Celebration Join us on Sep 

13th for our annual celebration 

and a special keynote address 

from Michael Smerconish, 

SiriusXM & CNN Host. Visit our 

website for details. 
 

Key Upcoming Events 
Sep 8 OWHC Solidarity Day 

Sep 13 The 2018 World 

Heritage Celebration 

Sep 14-23 Welcoming Week 

Sep 20 Cultural Fabric of 

Philadelphia Book Reception  

Sep 30-Oct 4 GPLEX Seattle  

Oct 11-20 State of Young Philly 
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