
 
World War II & Racial Equity in Philadelphia 

 
 

Component Description 

Title of Lesson 
 
Content/Subject 
Area 

WWII & Racial Equity in Philadelphia 
 
US History, African American History 

Context  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duration 

During World War II, Philadelphia was the third largest producer of 
war materials. As such, when that production came to halt due to a 
strike by white employees of the Philadelphia Transit Company in 
response to the promotion of 8 black employees, it did not take long 
before the eyes of the country and the world were on the city. This 
lesson allows for students to reflect on the impact of local and global 
context on the struggle for equal opportunity.  
 
The historical question that will be the focus on this lesson is: How 
does WWII impact racial equity in Philadelphia? 
 
1-2 class periods 

Objective SWBAT collect essential information from primary source 
photographs and second source overview IOT develop a response 
to the question: How does WWII impact racial equity in 
Philadelphia? 

Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 
Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine 
whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 
 
8.2.U.A. Evaluate the role groups and individuals from Pennsylvania 
played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development of 
the U.S. 
 
8.2.U.B. Evaluate the importance of various historical documents, 
artifacts, and places in Pennsylvania which are critical to U.S. 
 
8.2.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/3/


 

organizations in Pennsylvania have influenced the growth and 
development of the U.S. Ethnicity and race Working conditions, 
Immigration, Military conflict, Economic stability. 

Anticipatory Set I. Warm-up: Project on board or give students a copy of the 
following image without a description. (SEE APPENDIX A) 
Students write their responses to the following questions.  

A. (Description) What do you see? 
B. (Description) What is missing from this image? 
C. (Analysis) What patterns emerge from your 

descriptions? 
D. (Interpretation) So what? Why is this important? 
E. What questions do you have about this image? 
F. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldier-a

nd-woman-public-trans 
II. Discuss the image as a class. Tell students that the image is 

from August, 1944 in Philadelphia. 
III. In groups, give students copies of the following images. Ask 

students to develop a hypothesis of the story behind the 
pictures as a group. (SEE APPENDIX B) 

A. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-
wanted-ad-ptc-trolley 

B. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-t
rolley 

C. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/protest-a
gainst-philadelphia-t-0 

D. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/mass-ptc
-strikers 

E. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-s
eek-transportation 

F. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-f
airmount-park 

G. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/army-tru
ck-transports-people-w 

H. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/first-afric
an-american-trained 

I. http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/naacp-br
anch-members-during-pt 

IV. Share hypotheses as a class. A student or teacher writes 
down the ideas on the board or on big paper for reference 
later.  

Instruction V. Reveal to students that the event represented in the 
photographs is the Philadelphia Transit Company Strike 
(PTC) of 1944. At the height of US involvement in WWII, 
white employees of the PTC protested the promotion of 8 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldier-and-woman-public-trans
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldier-and-woman-public-trans
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-wanted-ad-ptc-trolley
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-wanted-ad-ptc-trolley
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-trolley
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-trolley
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/protest-against-philadelphia-t-0
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/protest-against-philadelphia-t-0
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/mass-ptc-strikers
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/mass-ptc-strikers
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-seek-transportation
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-seek-transportation
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-fairmount-park
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-fairmount-park
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/army-truck-transports-people-w
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/army-truck-transports-people-w
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/first-african-american-trained
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/first-african-american-trained
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/naacp-branch-members-during-pt
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/naacp-branch-members-during-pt


 

black employees to motorman (trolley operator). The federal 
government got involved quickly, a rare occurrence. 

VI. Explain to students that the historical question that they will 
be exploring in this lesson is: How does WWII impact racial 
equity in Philadelphia? 

VII. Show the following video 
A. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&i

ndex=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0
FotNwC- 

B. Discussion question: 
1. How does Philadelphia contribute to the war 

effort?  

Instruction VIII. Give students graphic organizer and reading on the strike 
(SEE APPENDIX C and D) 

IX. Read the introduction as a class and model use of graphic 
organizer 

X. Students then work cooperatively to read each section and 
work on the graphic organizer. 

Independent 
Practice 

XI. Students work independently on a written response to the 
historical question: How does WWII impact racial equity in 
Philadelphia? (Space is available in their graphic organizer.)  

Closure  XII. Compare and contrast what students hypothesized from 
photographs and actual story. 

XIII. Students share responses to the historical question. 
XIV. Discuss with students how this story has changed their 

understanding of racial equity in Philadelphia.  

Assessment ● Hypothesis based on images 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Written response to historical question: How does WWII 

impact racial equity in Philadelphia? 
● Class discussions 

Key Terms ● World War II Context 
● Philadelphia Transit Company 
● Racial Equity 
● Strike 
● NAACP 

Resources and 
Materials 

Materials  
 

● Photograph for the warm-up: Appendix A 
● Photographs for hypothesis creation: Appendix B 
● Graphic Organizer: Appendix C 
● Reading: Appendix D 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-


 

● Video for context: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=1
24&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC- 

 
Additional Resources 
 

● TWU & NAACP working together: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Doa7nAsg21U&index=12
6&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC- 

● Temple University Urban Archives collection on the strike: 
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-collections/10
69 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYewOMQvNqk&index=124&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Doa7nAsg21U&index=126&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Doa7nAsg21U&index=126&list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXpvw1WbTRbm-KQ0FotNwC-
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-collections/1069
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-collections/1069


 

APPENDIX A

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldier-and-woman-public-trans 

 
 
  

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldier-and-woman-public-trans


 

APPENDIX B (9 pages)

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-wanted-ad-ptc-trolley 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-wanted-ad-ptc-trolley


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-trolley 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-trolley


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/protest-against-philadelphia-t-0 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/protest-against-philadelphia-t-0


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/mass-ptc-strikers 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/mass-ptc-strikers


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-seek-transportation 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/women-seek-transportation


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-fairmount-park 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/soldiers-fairmount-park


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/army-truck-transports-people-w 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/army-truck-transports-people-w


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/first-african-american-trained 

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/first-african-american-trained


 

 
Link: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/naacp-branch-members-during-pt 

  

http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/naacp-branch-members-during-pt


 

APPENDIX C (4 PAGES)



 



 



 

 
Google Doc Link: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yhgj_IagKYREx_toSQZaPSPhFWlRxPsf49MkELhE4M0/
edit?usp=sharing 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yhgj_IagKYREx_toSQZaPSPhFWlRxPsf49MkELhE4M0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yhgj_IagKYREx_toSQZaPSPhFWlRxPsf49MkELhE4M0/edit?usp=sharing


 

APPENDIX D (3 PAGES)



 



 

 
Link to PDF version: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7gJ1NgaMW15b3hYcDdPQ3lrR1E/view?usp=sharing 
 
Link to online version: 
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/collections/philadelphia-transit-strike-1944/what-interpretative-essay 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7gJ1NgaMW15b3hYcDdPQ3lrR1E/view?usp=sharing
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/collections/philadelphia-transit-strike-1944/what-interpretative-essay

