
Philadelphia Navy Yard:  A Model of Resilience and Reinvention



The Continental Navy is founded in Philadelphia in 1777



Naval Act of 1794 creates U.S. Navy shipyard in Philadelphia

Located on Delaware River adjacent 

to central city



Shipyard enlarges and moves in 1876 to remote League Island at 

the foot of Broad Street in South Philadelphia

Original home on Front 

Street

New home at League 

Island



U.S. Navy Base and shipyard operate for 120 years, through 1996, 

at League Island site


