Component

Description

Title of Lesson

Equal Station

Content/Subject
Area

US History

Context

The Declaration of Independence is remembered as the beginning
of modern democracy. In Philadelphia we are fortunate enough to
claim it as our own. The bold preamble declares that not only will
American govern its own lands but also that the young country
demands “Equal Station” with Britain, a demand that was unheard of
at the time. When Thomas Jefferson committed to paper the ideas
and sentiments of his fellow members of the Continental Congress,
we must wonder if he knew what lasting repercussions his words
would have.





Today Jefferson’s words have inspired more than half of the
members of the 192 nation UN Assembly to declare independence
and assume their equal station on the planet. In 1789 we saw our
allies the French with their D
 eclaration of the RIghts of Man and the
Citizen. African American Soldiers returning home from WWI felt a
particular sting of disillusionment and drafted their own 54 item
missive to represent the “Negro Peoples of the World”. In 1965
Rhodesia declared their independence from Britain drafting their
own document, the R
 hodesian Unilateral Declaration of
Independence, however they deviated a bit at the end by signing it
“God Save the Queen”. In Asia, Thomas Jefferson’s words inspried
Ho Chi Minh and resulted in the D
 eclaration of Independence of the
Democratic

Republic of Vietnam, as he broke his country away from
France, our former allies in independence.

Duration

Two 60 minute class periods

Objective

SWBAT compare the Declarations of Independence from other
nations I OT determine how the American document influenced the
framers of other governments.

Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic
aspects of history/social science.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5

Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or
advance an explanation or analysis.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6
Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat
the same or similar topics, including which details they include and
emphasize in their respective accounts.
Anticipatory Set
15 minutes

Day One
Conversation Starter
Ask the students the following question: How do you break up with
someone? The question will generate a variety of responses that
are both mature and totally ridiculous, but that is a good thing.
Using probing questions and follow up discussion guide the students
to the realization that a break up has three parts:
1. Telling someone it’s over (clearly state that the relationship is
over)
2. Listing the reasons why the relationship ended (we fight too
much, we are going to different schools next year, you
cheated, etc)
3. Explain what will happen next (let’s be friends)

Instruction Part 1
10 minutes

1. Distribute Student Handout A to all students
2. Review the SOAP information on Student Handout A
regarding the Declaration of Independence to help provide
context and background for the students.

Instruction Part 2
35 minutes

1. Distribute Student Handout B.
2. Read the excerpts from the Declaration of Independence
with students, pausing to check for understanding frequently.
3. After teacher reads the excerpt and vocabulary definitions,
students are to write what they think the excerpt means in
their own word in the right column of Student Handout B
4. Use the “Equal Station” Powerpoint to help break down text
meaning, new vocabulary words.
5. Tell students that next they will be looking at one of four
documents that was inspired by The Declaration of
Independence.

Instruction Part 3
45 minutes

Day 2
1. Give each student one of the four documents inspired by the
Declaration of Independence as well as copies of Student
Handout C and D.
2. In groups students will read the document once, following the
checklist from Student Handout C as they annotate their text:

➔ Define words you did not know in the margin or on the back
of the document
➔ HIghlight quotes that stick out to you
➔ Circle the 3 complaints that you think are most important
3. Students will read the document for a second time, analyzing
the SOAP information of the text on Student Handout D.
Closure
15 minutes

Class discussion and review of other Declarations of Independence

Assessment

Student Handout E Reflection asks students to reflect on the link
between The Declaration of Independence and the document the
read in their group.
Optional Extension Activity Student Handout F

Key Terms

Preamble
Grievances
Independence
Declaration
Citizen
Republic

Resources and
Materials

Projector or Smart Board
Copies of T
 he Declaration of Independence, The Declaration of the
Rights of Man & the Citizen, Declaration of the Rights of Negro
Peoples of the World, Rhodesian Unilateral Declaration of
Independence, Declaration of Independence for Democratic
Republic of Vietnam
Copies of Student Handouts A, B, C, D, E and F
Equal Station Powerpoint
Background on the Declaration of Independence in a Global Context
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/road-revolution/essays/d
eclaration-independence-global-perspective

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout A
These notes serve to help you understand the key points of the Declaration of Independence in
order to trace their influence on other documents.
S-What is the
Source?
Who could have
created this?
Were they influenced
by others while
creating this
document?
O- What is the
Occasion?
When and where was
this evidence
created?
What context or
situation encouraged
the creation of this
document?
A- Who is the
Audience?
Who would be
expected to see or
read this piece of
evidence?
P- What is the
Purpose?
What was this
document intending to
accomplish?
What was its creator’s
aim?

Thomas Jefferson (a lawyer from VA) wrote it on behalf of the
13 colonies of America. He has help from Ben Franklin and
John Adams.

Philadelphia July 4th 1776. It technically took him a few
weeks to write it, but they had been debating it in Congress for
months. This was after years of trouble with Britain regarding
taxes and unfair treatment.

King George III, it was the official notice that we were leaving
Britain. Also, it helped other American colonists understand
what was going on at the time.

To officially separate the colonies from Britain making them
independent states. Also to let other countries know that they
could help us if they wanted to.

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout B
TJ’s Words

My Words

When, in the course of human
events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political
bonds which have connected them
with another...they should declare
the causes which impel them to the
separation.

Hey Britain, it’s America. We need
to break up, and here is why.

We hold these truths to be
self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.—
That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed.

That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness.

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout B
TJ’s Words
The history of the present King of
Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations,
all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over
these States. To prove this, let the
facts be submitted to a candid
world.
#

#

#

We, therefore, the representatives
of the United States of America...
by the authority of the good people
of these colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, that these united
colonies are, and of right ought to
be free and independent states;
that they are absolved from all
allegiance to the British Crown.

My Words

Equal Station
Student Handout C
As you read the document that was assigned to you, please complete the following tasks:
➔ Define words you did not know in the margin or on the back of the document
➔ HIghlight quotes that stick out to you
➔ Circle the 3 complaints that you think are most important

____________________________________________________________________________

Equal Station
Student Handout C
As you read the document that was assigned to you, please complete the following tasks:
➔ Define words you did not know in the margin or on the back of the document
➔ HIghlight quotes that stick out to you
➔ Circle the 3 complaints that you think are most important

____________________________________________________________________________

Equal Station
Student Handout C
As you read the document that was assigned to you, please complete the following tasks:
➔ Define words you did not know in the margin or on the back of the document
➔ HIghlight quotes that stick out to you
➔ Circle the 3 complaints that you think are most important

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout D
Document Name
S-What is the
Source?
Who could have
created this?
Were they influenced
by others while
creating this
document?
O- What is the
Occasion?
When and where
was this evidence
created?
What context or
situation encouraged
the creation of this
document?
A- Who is the
Audience?
Who would be
expected to see or
read this piece of
evidence?

P- What is the
Purpose?
What was this
document intending
to accomplish?
What was its
creator’s aim?

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout E
The Document I read was : __________________________________
1. What elements of the document you read most resembled the
Declaration of Independence?

2. What elements of the document you read seem to deviate from the
Declaration of Independence?

3. How effective was the author of the document you read in arguing for
“Equal Station”?

Name: _________________________________Date:________________Per:_______

Equal Station
Student Handout F
We all have things we want to be independent from. Whether it’s bad
boyfriends, annoying parental rules, a relationship with junk food or laws
that you think are unfair. Take this opportunity to declare your
independence!
Step 1 - Preamble: Tell me what you want to declare your independence, be very
clear about it.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Step 2 - List of Grievances: Specifically cite at least 5 reasons that you want to be
independent. Be detailed.
1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________
5. ______________________________________________________________
Step 3 - Closure: State your next steps, let the rest of the world know what we can
expect from the new you.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

The Declaration of Independence
Philadelphia, 1776
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of
nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are
instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That
whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future
security. --Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over
these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.
1. He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.
2. He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
3. He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the
legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
4. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

5. He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
6. He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned
to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining in the meantime
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
7. He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose
obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations
of lands.
8. He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for
establishing judiciary powers.
9. He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their salaries.
10. He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to
harass our people, and eat out their substance.
11. He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of
our legislature.
12. He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to civil power.
13. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of
pretended legislation:
14. For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
15. For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they
should commit on the inhabitants of these states:
16. For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:
17. For imposing taxes on us without our consent:
18. For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:
19. For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses:

20. For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province,
establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as
to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule in these colonies:
21. For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering
fundamentally the forms of our governments:
22. For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
23. He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and
waging war against us.
24. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and
destroyed the lives of our people.
25. He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete
the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of
cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the head of a civilized nation.
26. He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear
arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.
27. He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known
rule of warfare, is undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble
terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince,
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be
the ruler of a free people.
Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement
here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to
the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress, assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of
our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these
colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies are, and of right
ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent states,
they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do.
And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred
honor.

“Declaration of the Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World”: The Principles of
the Universal Negro Improvement Association
Preamble
Be It Resolved, That the Negro people of the world, through their chosen
representatives in convention assembled in Liberty Hall, in the City of New York and
United States of America, from August 1 to August 31, in the year of Our Lord one
thousand nine hundred and twenty, protest against the wrongs and injustices they are
suffering at the hands of their white brethren, and state what they deem their fair and
just rights, as well as the treatment they propose to demand of all men in the future.
We complain:
1. That nowhere in the world, with few exceptions, are black men accorded equal
treatment with white men, although in the same situation and circumstances, but, on the
contrary, are discriminated against and denied the common rights due to human beings
for no other reason than their race and color.
We are not willingly accepted as guests in the public hotels and inns of the world for no
other reason than our race and color.
2. In certain parts of the United States of America our race is denied the right of public
trial accorded to other races when accused of crime, but are lynched and burned by
mobs, and such brutal and inhuman treatment is even practiced upon our women.
3. That European nations have parcelled out among them and taken possession of
nearly all of the continent of Africa, and the natives are compelled to surrender their
lands to aliens and are treated in most instances like slaves.
4. In the southern portion of the United States of America, although citizens under the
Federal Constitution, and in some States almost equal to the whites in population and
are qualified land owners and taxpayers, we are, nevertheless, denied all voice in the
making and administration of the laws and are taxed without representation by the State
governments, and at the same time compelled to do military service in defense of the
country.

5. On the public conveyances and common carriers in the southern portion of the United
States we are jim-crowed and compelled to accept separate and inferior
accommodations and made to pay the same fare charged for first-class
accommodations, and our families are often humiliated and insulted by drunken white
men who habitually pass through the jim-crow cars going to the smoking car.
6. The physicians of our race are denied the right to attend their patients while in the
public hospitals of the cities and States where they reside in certain parts of the United
States.
Our children are forced to attend inferior separate schools for shorter terms than white
children, and the public school funds are unequally divided between the white and
colored schools.
7. We are discriminated against and denied an equal chance to earn wages for the
support of our families, and in many instances are refused admission into labor unions
and nearly everywhere are paid smaller wages than white men.
8. In the Civil Service and departmental offices we are everywhere discriminated
against and made to feel that to be a black man in Europe, America and the West Indies
is equivalent to being an outcast and a leper among the races of men, no matter what
the character attainments of the black men may be.
9. In the British and other West Indian islands and colonies Negroes are secretly and
cunningly discriminated against and denied those fuller rights of government to which
white citizens are appointed, nominated and elected.
10. That our people in those parts are forced to work for lower wages than the average
standard of white men and are kept in conditions repugnant to good civilized tastes and
customs.
11. That the many acts of injustices against members of our race before the courts of
law in the respective islands and colonies are of such nature as to create disgust and
disrespect for the white man’s sense of justice.
12. Against all such inhuman, unchristian and uncivilized treatment we here and now
emphatically protest, and invoke the condemnation of all mankind.

In order to encourage our race all over the world and to stimulate it to overcome the
handicaps and difficulties surrounding it, and to push forward to a higher and grander
destiny, we demand and insist on the following Declaration of Rights:
1. Be it known to all men that whereas all men are created equal and entitled to the
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and because of this we, the duly
elected representatives of the Negro peoples of the world, invoking the aid of the just
and Almighty God, do declare all men, women and children of our blood throughout the
world free denizens, and do claim them as free citizens of Africa, the Motherland of all
Negroes.
2. That we believe in the supreme authority of our race in all things racial; that all things
are created and given to man as a common possession; that there should be an
equitable distribution and apportionment of all such things, and in consideration of the
fact that as a race we are now deprived of those things that are morally and legally ours,
we believed it right that all such things should be acquired and held by whatsoever
means possible.
3. That we believe the Negro, like any other race, should be governed by the ethics of
civilization, and therefore should not be deprived of any of those rights or privileges
common to other human beings.
4. We declare that Negroes, wheresoever they form a community among themselves
should be given the right to elect their own representatives to represent them in
Legislatures, courts of law, or such institutions as may exercise control over that
particular community.
5. We assert that the Negro is entitled to even-handed justice before all courts of law
and equity in whatever country he may be found, and when this is denied him on
account of his race or color such denial is an insult to the race as a whole and should be
resented by the entire body of Negroes.
6. We declare it unfair and prejudicial to the rights of Negroes in communities where
they exist in considerable numbers to be tried by a judge and jury composed entirely of
an alien race, but in all such cases members of our race are entitled to representation
on the jury.

7. We believe that any law or practice that tends to deprive any African of his land or the
privileges of free citizenship within his country is unjust and immoral, and no native
should respect any such law or practice.
8. We declare taxation without representation unjust and tyran[n]ous, and there should
be no obligation on the part of the Negro to obey the levy of a tax by any law-making
body from which he is excluded and denied representation on account of his race and
color.
9. We believe that any law especially directed against the Negro to his detriment and
singling him out because of his race or color is unfair and immoral, and should not be
respected.
10. We believe all men entitled to common human respect and that our race should in
no way tolerate any insults that may be interpreted to mean disrespect to our race or
color.
11. We deprecate the use of the term “nigger” as applied to Negroes, and demand that
the word “Negro” be written with a capital “N.”
12. We believe that the Negro should adopt every means to protect himself against
barbarous practices inflicted upon him because of color.
13. We believe in the freedom of Africa for the Negro people of the world, and by the
principle of Europe for the Europeans and Asia for the Asiatics, we also demand Africa
for the Africans at home and abroad.
14. We believe in the inherent right of the Negro to possess himself of Africa and that
his possession of same shall not be regarded as an infringement of any claim or
purchase made by any race or nation.
15. We strongly condemn the cupidity of those nations of the world who, by open
aggression or secret schemes, have seized the territories and inexhaustible natural
wealth of Africa, and we place on record our most solemn determination to reclaim the
treasures and possession of the vast continent of our forefathers.
16. We believe all men should live in peace one with the other, but when races and
nations provoke the ire of other races and nations by attempting to infringe upon their

rights[,] war becomes inevitable, and the attempt in any way to free one’s self or protect
one’s rights or heritage becomes justifiable.
17. Whereas the lynching, by burning, hanging or any other means, of human beings is
a barbarous practice and a shame and disgrace to civilization, we therefore declare any
country guilty of such atrocities outside the pale of civilization.
18. We protest against the atrocious crime of whipping, flogging and overworking of the
native tribes of Africa and Negroes everywhere. These are methods that should be
abolished and all means should be taken to prevent a continuance of such brutal
practices.
19. We protest against the atrocious practice of shaving the heads of Africans,
especially of African women or individuals of Negro blood, when placed in prison as a
punishment for crime by an alien race.
10. We protest against segregated districts, separate public conveyances, industrial
discrimination, lynchings and limitations of political privileges of any Negro citizen in any
part of the world on account of race, color or creed, and will exert our full influence and
power against all such.
21. We protest against any punishment inflicted upon a Negro with severity, as against
lighter punishment inflicted upon another of an alien race for like offense, as an act of
prejudice and injustice, and should be resented by the entire race.
22. We protest against the system of education in any country where Negroes are
denied the same privileges and advantages as other races.
23. We declare it inhuman and unfair to boycott Negroes from industries and labor in
any part of the world.
24. We believe in the doctrine of the freedom of the press, and we therefore
emphatically protest against the suppression of Negro newspapers and periodicals in
various parts of the world, and call upon Negroes everywhere to employ all available
means to prevent such suppression.
25. We further demand free speech universally for all men.

26. We hereby protest against the publication of scandalous and inflammatory articles
by an alien press tending to create racial strife and the exhibition of picture films
showing the Negro as a cannibal.
27. We believe in the self-determination of all peoples.
28. We declare for the freedom of religious worship.
29. With the help of Almighty God we declare ourselves the sworn protectors of the
honor and virtue of our women and children, and pledge our lives for their protection
and defense everywhere and under all circumstances from wrongs and outrages.
30. We demand the right of an unlimited and unprejudiced education for ourselves and
our posterity forever[.]
31. We declare that the teaching in any school by alien teachers to our boys and girls,
that the alien race is superior to the Negro race, is an insult to the Negro people of the
world.
32. Where Negroes form a part of the citizenry of any country, and pass the civil service
examination of such country, we declare them entitled to the same consideration as
other citizens as to appointments in such civil service.
33. We vigorously protest against the increasingly unfair and unjust treatment accorded
Negro travelers on land and sea by the agents and employee of railroad and steamship
companies, and insist that for equal fare we receive equal privileges with travelers of
other races.
34. We declare it unjust for any country, State or nation to enact laws tending to hinder
and obstruct the free immigration of Negroes on account of their race and color.
35. That the right of the Negro to travel unmolested throughout the world be not
abridged by any person or persons, and all Negroes are called upon to give aid to a
fellow Negro when thus molested.
36. We declare that all Negroes are entitled to the same right to travel over the world as
other men.
37. We hereby demand that the governments of the world recognize our leader and his
representatives chosen by the race to look after the welfare of our people under such
governments.

38. We demand complete control of our social institutions without interference by any
alien race or races.
39. That the colors, Red, Black and Green, be the colors of the Negro race.
40. Resolved, That the anthem “Ethiopia, Thou Land of Our Fathers etc.,” shall be the
anthem of the Negro race. . . .
41. We believe that any limited liberty which deprives one of the complete rights and
prerogatives of full citizenship is but a modified form of slavery.
42. We declare it an injustice to our people and a serious Impediment to the health of
the race to deny to competent licensed Negro physicians the right to practice in the
public hospitals of the communities in which they reside, for no other reason than their
race and color.
43. We call upon the various government[s] of the world to accept and acknowledge
Negro representatives who shall be sent to the said governments to represent the
general welfare of the Negro peoples of the world.
44. We deplore and protest against the practice of confining juvenile prisoners in
prisons with adults, and we recommend that such youthful prisoners be taught gainful
trades under human[e] supervision.
45. Be it further resolved, That we as a race of people declare the League of Nations
null and void as far as the Negro is concerned, in that it seeks to deprive Negroes of
their liberty.
46. We demand of all men to do unto us as we would do unto them, in the name of
justice; and we cheerfully accord to all men all the rights we claim herein for ourselves.
47. We declare that no Negro shall engage himself in battle for an alien race without
first obtaining the consent of the leader of the Negro people of the world, except in a
matter of national self-defense.
48. We protest against the practice of drafting Negroes and sending them to war with
alien forces without proper training, and demand in all cases that Negro soldiers be
given the same training as the aliens.
49. We demand that instructions given Negro children in schools include the subject of
“Negro History,” to their benefit.

50. We demand a free and unfettered commercial intercourse with all the Negro people
of the world.
51. We declare for the absolute freedom of the seas for all peoples.
52. We demand that our duly accredited representatives be given proper recognition in
all leagues, conferences, conventions or courts of international arbitration wherever
human rights are discussed.
53. We proclaim the 31st day of August of each year to be an international holiday to be
observed by all Negroes.
54. We want all men to know that we shall maintain and contend for the freedom and
equality of every man, woman and child of our race, with our lives, our fortunes and our
sacred honor.
These rights we believe to be justly ours and proper for the protection of the Negro race
at large, and because of this belief we, on behalf of the four hundred million Negroes of
the world, do pledge herein the sacred blood of the race in defense, and we hereby
subscribe our names as a guarantee of the truthfulness and faithfulness hereof, in the
presence of Almighty God, on this 13th day of August, in the year of our Lord one
thousand nine hundred and twenty.

Declaration of the Rights of Man - 1789
Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789
The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing
that the ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public
calamities and of the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a
solemn declaration the natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of man, in order that this
declaration, being constantly before all the members of the Social body, shall remind
them continually of their rights and duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power,
as well as those of the executive power, may be compared at any moment with the
objects and purposes of all political institutions and may thus be more respected, and,
lastly, in order that the grievances of the citizens, based hereafter upon simple and
incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the constitution and redound
to the happiness of all. Therefore the National Assembly recognizes and proclaims, in
the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man
and of the citizen:
Articles:
1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be
founded only upon the general good.
2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and
imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance
to oppression.
3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor
individual may exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation.
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence
the exercise of the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure
to the other members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can
only be determined by law.
5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be
prevented which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not
provided for by law.
6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate
personally, or through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all,
whether it protects or punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are
equally eligible to all dignities and to all public positions and occupations, according to
their abilities, and without distinction except that of their virtues and talents.

7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and
according to the forms prescribed by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or
causing to be executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen
summoned or arrested in virtue of the law shall submit without delay, as resistance
constitutes an offense.
8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously
necessary, and no one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a
law passed and promulgated before the commission of the offense.
9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if
arrest shall be deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the
prisoner's person shall be severely repressed by law.
10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious
views, provided their manifestation does not disturb the public order established by law.
11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the
rights of man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but
shall be responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law.
12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces.
These forces are, therefore, established for the good of all and not for the personal
advantage of those to whom they shall be intrusted.
13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and
for the cost of administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens
in proportion to their means.
14. All the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their
representatives, as to the necessity of the public contribution; to grant this freely; to
know to what uses it is put; and to fix the proportion, the mode of assessment and of
collection and the duration of the taxes.
15. Society has the right to require of every public agent an account of his
administration.
16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured, nor the separation
of powers defined, has no constitution at all.
17. Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof
except where public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only
on condition that the owner shall have been previously and equitably indemnified.

Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights, among them are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."
This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United
States of America in 1776. In a broader sense, this means: All the peoples on the earth
are equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.
The Declaration of the French Revolution made in 1791 on the Rights of Man and the
Citizen also states: “All men are born free and with equal rights, and must always
remain free and have equal rights.”
Those are undeniable truths.
Nevertheless, for more than eighty years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard
of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and oppressed our
fellow-citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.
In the field of politics, they have deprived our people of every democratic liberty.
They have enforced inhuman laws; they have set up three distinct political regimes in
the North, the Center and the South of Vietnam in order to wreck our national unity and
prevent our people from being united.
They have built more prisons than schools. They have mercilessly slain our patriots;
they have drowned our uprisings in rivers of blood.
They have fettered public opinion; they have practiced obscurantism against our people.
To weaken our race they have forced us to use opium and alcohol.
In the field of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our
people, and devastated our land.
They have robbed us of our rice fields, our mines, our forests, and our raw materials.
They have monopolized the issuing of bank-notes and the export trade.

They have invented numerous unjustifiable taxes and reduced our people, especially
our peasantry, to a state of extreme poverty.
They have hampered the prospering of our national bourgeoisie; they have mercilessly
exploited our workers.
In the autumn of 1940, when the Japanese Fascists violated Indochina’s territory to
establish new bases in their fight against the Allies, the French imperialists went down
on their bended knees and handed over our country to them.
Thus, from that date, our people were subjected to the double yoke of the French and
the Japanese. Their sufferings and miseries increased. The result was that from the end
of last year to the beginning of this year, from Quang Tri province to the North of
Vietnam, more than two million of our fellow-citizens died from starvation. On March 9,
the French troops were disarmed by the Japanese. The French colonialists either fled or
surrendered showing that not only were they incapable of “protecting” us, but that, in the
span of five years, they had twice sold our country to the Japanese.
On several occasions before March 9, the Vietminh League urged the French to ally
themselves with it against the Japanese. Instead of agreeing to this proposal, the
French colonialists so intensified their terrorist activities against the Vietminh members
that before fleeing they massacred a great number of our political prisoners detained at
Yen Bay and Caobang.
Notwithstanding all this, our fellow-citizens have always manifested toward the French a
tolerant and humane attitude. Even after the Japanese putsch of March 1945, the
Vietminh League helped many Frenchmen to cross the frontier, rescued some of them
from Japanese jails, and protected French lives and property.
From the autumn of 1940, our country had in fact ceased to be a French colony and had
become a Japanese possession.
After the Japanese had surrendered to the Allies, our whole people rose to regain our
national sovereignty and to found the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

The truth is that we have wrested our independence from the Japanese and not from
the French.
The French have fled, the Japanese have capitulated, Emperor Bao Dai has abdicated.
Our people have broken the chains which for nearly a century have fettered them and
have won independence for the Fatherland. Our people at the same time have
overthrown the monarchic regime that has reigned supreme for dozens of centuries. In
its place has been established the present Democratic Republic.
For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government, representing the
whole Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we break off all relations of a
colonial character with France; we repeal all the international obligation that France has
so far subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam and we abolish all the special rights the
French have unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland.
The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a common purpose, are determined to fight
to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to reconquer their
country.
We are convinced that the Allied nations which at Tehran and San Francisco have
acknowledged the principles of self-determination and equality of nations, will not refuse
to acknowledge the independence of Vietnam.
A people who have courageously opposed French domination for more than eight
years, a people who have fought side by side with the Allies against the Fascists during
these last years, such a people must be free and independent.
For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a
free and independent country—and in fact is so already. The entire Vietnamese people
are determined to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives
and property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty.
Source: Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works Vol. 3, (Hanoi: Foreign Languages Publishing
House, 1960–62), 17–21.

Rhodesia’s Unilateral Declaration of Independence
Whereas in the course of human affairs history has shown that it may become
necessary for a people to resolve the political affiliations which have connected them
with another people and to assume amongst other nations the separate and equal
status to which they are entitled:
And Whereas in such event a respect for the opinions of mankind requires them to
declare to other nations the causes which impel them to assume full responsibility for
their own affairs:
Now Therefore, We, The Government of Rhodesia, Do Hereby Declare:
That it is an indisputable and accepted historic fact that since 1923 the Government of
Rhodesia have exercised the powers of self-government and have been responsible for
the progress, development and welfare of their people;
That the people of Rhodesia having demonstrated their loyalty to the Crown and to their
kith and kin in the United Kingdom and elsewhere through two world wars, and having
been prepared to shed their blood and give of their substance in what they believed to
be the mutual interests of freedom-loving people, now see all that they have cherished
about to be shattered on the rocks of expediency;
That the people of Rhodesia have witnessed a process which is destructive of those
very precepts upon which civilization in a primitive country has been built, they have
seen the principles of Western democracy, responsible government and moral
standards crumble elsewhere, nevertheless they have remained steadfast;
That the people of Rhodesia fully support the requests of their government for sovereign
independence but have witnessed the consistent refusal of the Government of the
United Kingdom to accede to their entreaties;
That the Government of the United Kingdom have thus demonstrated that they are not
prepared to grant sovereign independence to Rhodesia on terms acceptable to the
people of Rhodesia, thereby persisting in maintaining an unwarrantable jurisdiction over

Rhodesia, obstructing laws and treaties with other states and the conduct of affairs with
other nations and refusing assent to laws necessary for the public good, all this to the
detriment of the future peace, prosperity and good government of Rhodesia;
That the Government of Rhodesia have for a long period patiently and in good faith
negotiated with the Government of the United Kingdom for the removal of the remaining
limitations placed upon them and for the grant of sovereign independence;
That in the belief that procrastination and delay strike at and injure the very life of the
nation, the Government of Rhodesia consider it essential that Rhodesia should attain,
without delay, sovereign independence, the justice of which is beyond question;
Now Therefore, We The Government of Rhodesia, in humble submission to Almighty
God who controls the destinies of nations, conscious that the people of Rhodesia have
always shown unswerving loyalty and devotion to Her Majesty the Queen and earnestly
praying that we and the people of Rhodesia will not be hindered in our determination to
continue exercising our undoubted right to demonstrate the same loyalty and devotion,
and seeking to promote the common good so that the dignity and freedom of all men
may be assured, Do, By This Proclamation, adopt, enact and give to the people of
Rhodesia the Constitution annexed hereto;
God Save The Queen
Given under Our Hand at Salisbury, this eleventh day of November in the Year of Our
Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five.
● Prime Minister: Ian Smith
● Deputy Prime Minister: Clifford Dupont
● Ministers: William Harper, Montrose, Phillip van Heerden, Jack Howman, Jack
Mussett, John Wrathall, Desmond Lardner-Burke, George Rudland,Ian McLean,
Arthur Philip Smith

